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Holiday Parks Management
Maggie Media Ltd is an energetic
business offering a website and
magazine called Holiday Parks
Management , to clients throughout
the UK and Europe.

The company, which is located in
Herefordshire, was set up in 2010
realising the demand for Holiday
Parks and Caravan Parks to have a
medium in one place to purchase
products and services for their
businesses.
The owner has been in the Leisure
Industry for over 14 years and has
much experience in this market place.

The professional staff, website and
magazine help clients source supplies
and products for their Parks & Sites
throughout the year, offering four
seasonal magazines. Winter -
February, Spring - May, Summer-
August, Autumn - November.

These services are designed to
improve performance and help with
Holiday Park & Caravan Park
Management.

The magazine has a growing network
of advertisers and clients such as
‘Cartoon Network’, ‘Proludic, Sound
Leisure,’ ‘Pattersons,’ ‘Tri County Golf,’
‘Frontier Pitts,’ ‘Re-bound’ etc The
Company is owned and run by Nina
Blanchard who also owns
www.campsitefinderonline.com

This website has such park groups as
Park Holidays UK, Park Resorts and
independents parks like
‘Holgate’s Caravan Parks’ and ‘Best of
British’ to name but a few. In 2012 they
secured the Caravan Club as one of
their major clients. Adding 200 parks
to the 3500 database of clients.

www.holidayparksmanagement.com
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A pod is a pod is a pod is a caravan that’s the long and
short of it, when you ask about planning it’s a caravan.
There could be a good argument for a wooden tent but
in my opinion it wouldn’t stand up. It has been clearly
stated since they first appeared in England (Cumbria
2007) that pods should be defined as a caravan (as set
out in section 29(1) of the Caravan Sites & Control of
Development Act 1960 (amended 1968)). But why
would anyone want to re-classify the pod as a tent ?
That’s easy to answer ….there are no rules on spacing
, there are for caravans. So lets move on and all agree
a pod is a caravan.

You will need planning, and how successful you will be
will all depend on where you are in the country. Some
authorities welcome them, some are sceptical. We
started working with a site near York more than two
months ago and although I am sure they will be
successful, it will be a long job to convince them. At the
same time we were approached by a site in Scotland
fronting onto a loch, that site was given permission
three weeks ago.

For those of you that are considering it, the next step is
what will the planners say. Even in National Parks
where the number of caravans has been restricted or
there is an outright NO to any new caravan
developments, you can still obtain permission relatively
easily as the National (NPPF) & core strategy (CS24)
policies support high quality (I don’t think that means a
shed) environmentally sensitive developments.

If you are in a ESA (Environmentally Sensitive Area)
which let’s face it you may as well be in a National
Park. It may be considered appropriate if you preserve
the openness of the area, but be aware in the words of
one local authority

“Off the shelf wooden pods are classed as ‘alien’ in a
Green Belt woodland environment. Think about the
design of the accommodation/facilities and how you
can link to the landscape – watercourses, vantage
points etc “

I must say at this point that I have never had a planner
who was totally unreasonable, but as I said it will all
depend on where you are. In the early days
permissions were curbed by not allowing an electricity
supply, these days it is considered normal. It was an
obvious next step as long as there was an already
existing caravan hook up point. These days you can
find pods with all the comforts of home with kitchens &
shower rooms. The days of charging 35-40 quid a night
to sleep on the floor will be coming to an end before
very long as the novelty wears off and campers turn
into weekenders wanting short affordable getaways
with more comfort. The most popular building we
manufacture is just short of 13m3 fully fitted out with
beds, sink, fridge and hob.

cont. page 6

Glamping Pods and Luxurious Camping
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Now more often than not shower rooms are regularly
asked for. Is it still a pod?  No its not, but its still a
caravan. Maybe the planners saw this coming, I don’t
know but what started out as a pod in a field with no
electric or water will soon become fully fitted out lodge
type buildings 20m long and 6.8 metres wide. We
already build mini lodges and they will only get bigger
and bigger.

Now comes the question, the most common question I
have been asked for the past 18 months or so and it’s
a killer question. “Can I put a pod on a touring pitch?”
Over the next few years there are going to be battles
over this, and to be honest I cannot give you a
definitive answer.  On one side you already have
planning for the hook up, all pods have to have a hook
up if they are to keep their classification as a caravan.
You have talked to the planners and they say that in
principle they have no objections to pods or you
already have pods on site and want to move them, but
then the killer question. Some wonder how you had the
nerve to ask such a thing. They may just say “but it’s
not a tourer so how can you replace it with a pod ?”
and to be honest they have a point. A touring caravan
comes and goes a pod is static, never moves off site
(and don’t even think about the 28 day rule). Either way
it is happening mostly without consent but in some
cases with and it’s going to happen more and more
until either the planners put their foot down or have a
serious look at the situation and negotiate . Another
question is can I replace a pod on a static pitch. This
one is a lot easier the planners will probably snap your
hand off with that offer which should give you
bargaining power.  Personally I wouldn’t settle for less
than two pods for one static and if you cannot get that
walk away, they will be on the phone to you eventually if
they have any sense.

A question that will be cropping up in the next few
years is “can I replace my pod with another ?” Some
sites may want to carry on with pods after theirs has,

how shall we say this ….come to the end of its
serviceable life or good idea bad investment let’s buy a
proper one. Planners are very careful about this when
you have already be given planning for a pod you will
find somewhere in your paper work a stipulation that
reads something like this

“ None of the camping pods hereby permitted shall be
replaced by any other structure(s) or caravan(s)
differing from the approved details, unless and until
details of the size, design and colour of such
replacements have first been approved in writing by the
Local Planning Authority.”
So although you won’t have to jump through hoops like
you did when you first applied for planning you will
have to show designs, sizes and colours etc, to get
approval for a replacement.

One last thing I would like to say and I’m not meaning
to knock the industry I work in but what’s so eco-
friendly about pods? Most of them and I will not name
them are made from pine that is ALL imported from
Scandinavia, Russia or Poland. Roof materials from
New Zealand , Cedar from North America and the list
goes on. If you have been looking at all the different
manufacturers out there you must admit that eco-
friendly stands for economy not ecologically friendly.
There are a lot of expensive sheds out there so buyer
beware.

Further reading :
A briefing note on
camping pods PDF
download
Practice guidance:
Camping pods PDF
download
Both are from the
lakedistrict.gov.uk
web site although
they may not be
local to you I would
think that most
areas have the
same guide lines
and its worth a read
although a little out
of date.

Many Thanks to
UK Hideaways LTD for this Article

Glamping Pods and Luxurious Camping
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Safari Tented Lodges by BOND make it possible for
holiday makers to enjoy the excitement, glamour and
romance of living under canvas without foregoing
those little luxuries we value on holiday. For campsite
and holiday park owners alike, our Safari Tented
Lodges offer a competitively priced form of
accommodation which in turn commands a significant
rental premium and an extended holiday season for
campers. The lodges are spacious, comfortable,
provide a unique, relaxed camping experience and
have huge appeal to both couples and families. 

The lodges are all made in the UK with high quality
performance materials including galvanised steel or
aluminium frames, impermeable PVC roofs and
breathable canvas walls, our lodges are finished to a
very high standard providing year round
accommodation with the luxury and comfort that
‘glamping’ customers expect. Our popular standard
lodge sleeps 6 – 8 people comfortably, and our larger
luxury lodge is available with an internal bathroom
option.

At BOND we work closely with our customers and can
tailor the lodges to your requirements or size, providing
as much or as little of the interior fittings and
furnishings as you wish such as wood burning stoves
and cooking ranges, handmade double cabin-beds
and a locally crafted Belfast sink unit. We have a wide
range of satisfied customers who are reaping the
benefits of offering such unique holidays to their
customers. Please call us for more information or to
discuss your own needs or ideas and take a step
towards joining the growing market of luxury camping. 

T:      01453 767171
E:      enquiries@bondfabrications.co.uk
W:    www.tentedholidaylodges.co.uk

Bond Fabrications

UK Hideaways have the largest size range of wooden
Camping huts in the UK. Bespoke wooden Pods
designed in different sizes suitable for a back garden
or a campsite or Glamping Park.

Because of our Monocoque building system we can
build literally to any size needed A monocoque
structure is like an aeroplane wing construction where
you have a rib structure and an outer skin attached to
give an unrivalled strength and this also means that our
buildings do not need any internal walls in order to
support the roof.

Our Pods can be designed and built to any size. They
are so versatile that they can be used for any purpose
from a garden Hideaway at the bottom of the garden,
to a Granny annex with kitchen, bathrooms and
bedrooms. They are fabulous looking and very
practical that can cater for any need’s you may have
now and I the future. The only limits they have are your
imagination! All of our buildings are manufactured by
us to order so you can be assured that you are getting
exactly what you want to the specifications that you
want. They can be fitted out to whatever standard you
wish. If needed we can supply our Hideaways with
internal walls and services routed to point of use so
that you can either complete the fit-out yourselves or
use outside contractors the choice is yours. They are
all delivered complete or in sections for the larger
Hideaways and not built up on site.We endeavour to
source our materials from UK manufacturers whenever
possible. 

T:    015395 52111
W:  www.ukhideawaysltd.co.uk
E : info@campingpods.eu 

UK Hideaways Ltd
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Yurts for Life are now the leading yurt makers in the UK
and specialise in offering eco-friendly, luxury yurts for
sale and hire. Whatever your interest, we offer a yurt
that meets your requirements and fulfills all of your
expectations.

• Durable structures made from traditional materials. 
• Exceptional after sales service
• Able to supply multiple yurts in a given time and 

happy to export.
• First class design & ongoing product development.
• A range of glamping furniture, including Chief Chairs
• Kirgiz yurts, Mongolian Gers, Iranian Alachighs & 

Geodesic Domes for sale.

Made with love & care in Sunny Devon. Yurts for life
produce a wide range of sizes of yurts and geodomes.
Our standard yurt is a Kyrgiz yurt  but we make
Mongolian Gers too. We are based in the UK but  can
also export as required. We also sell yurt kits, yurt
accessories and yurt furnitiure. All of our yurts are
made to your specification and will be customised
inexpensively to suit you. Our materials are locally-
sourced ash and high grade canvas which will last for
many years. If you wish to buy a yurt, a luxury ger or a
geodome, talk to us for friendly service and advice.

Included in the price of each yurt is:        
Hardwood doorframe
12oz/15 0z  rot proof, waterproof and fire retardant  cotton
canvas cover
Roof cap with a circular transparent acetate panel 
Fitted groundsheet with curved edges to keep out the weather
Hand crafted ash pegs, guy ropes and canvas carry bag
Written instructions on erection, safe use and maintenance
advice 
All frames carry a 6 year guarantee

T :  01803 762370 / 07967 005715
E : info@yurtsforlife.com
W : www.yurtsforlife.com

Yurts For Life

Since 2007 we have been supplying pods throughout
the British Isles. Our pods are built locally on the
shores of Strangford Lough, County Down by expert
craftsmen. 

All our materials come fully guaranteed and we ensure
that all our timber requirements are sourced from
sustainable forests. 

Podcamping Ireland offer the opportunity to add that
bit of luxury to a camping break by supplying fully fitted
out pods, fully insulated in floors, walls and gables,
designed and built to your own personal specification,
delivered to site, ready to walk into with minimum
ongoing maintenance.

There are finished pods available to view at several
sites (contact for details of your nearest location) as
well as here at our manufacturing plant, please feel free
to pay us a visit.

We have an ex display Pod on offer. The Pod is brand
new, unused, fully insulated and is fully fitted out with,
decking area, 2 x single beds, 1 x double bed, electric
heater, microwave, fridge and wardrobe. The ideal
solution for an office at home, a man cave!, a
teenagers garden den or a rentable camping unit for
your site. It is wired and ready to plug in. We can
arrange transportation anywhere in GB or Ireland if
required or we will load if you want to collect. Call Jim
for more information.

T : (0)28 9754 2102 / 07871 912210
E: podcampingireland@gmail.com
W: www.podcampingireland.com

Pod Camping Ireland
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Green Eco Living are leading camping pod
manufacturer and suppliers to camp sites and caravan
parks throughout the UK. Camping pods are becoming
a popular, environmentally friendly alternative to
camping in a tent or caravan. They are even more
secure than camping as they have lockable windows
and doors. The roof is designed to deal with extremely
bad wind and down pours. The pod walls, floor and
roof are insulated using the very latest insulating
methods. The Glamping pods have plenty of
headroom and vary in size although most can
accommodate two adults and two children. You
basically need to bring the same thing you would need
for camping, except the tent.

• Typically installed without planning permission 
within 4-6 weeks.

• Comprising the highest thermal insulation 
standards with unique injected Insulation panels

• Personalised sizes and lay-outs available to suit 
your needs.

• Installed by Quality professionals, working to 
achieve maximum customer satisfaction with 
minimal disruption.

WHY ARE WE SO DIFFERENT?
Green Eco living P0ds and offices have developed the
most thermally efficient process in the UK. We have
developed a wall specification that produces an energy
efficient product like no other on the market.
This process creates a SIPS Panel (Structural Insulated
Panel), which enables our product to be one of the best
energy efficient products on the market. A typical pod
will be more than paid off after 2 years on site on busier
caravan or camping sites in less than 12 months.

T : 01257 453791
E : ask@greenecoliving.co.uk
W :www.greenecoliving.co.uk

Green Eco Living

Hand built by local craftsmen, the traditional Shepherd's
hut will blend into gardens, fields and woodland alike,
making it a wonderfully romantic alternative to
conventional garden structures.

The solid wooden frame, cast iron wheels, solid steel
axles and formed corrugated roof are true to the original
design, but to increase stability and ease of access, we
have lowered the height and for greater strength of
build we have used marine grade ply panels for the
outer skin.

There are four designs currently available which can be
put to a range of uses - Garden Office, Painter's Studio,
Summer House, Children's Playroom, Fishing Hut or
Hideaway, just to mention a few - we are always happy
to discuss customer’s personal requirements.

History Of the Shepherd Hut
The shepherd's hut was a kitchen, dining room,
bedroom, sitting room and storeroom all rolled into one.
The designs vary but all were constructed to provide the
shepherd with practical and durable accommodation.
The old huts had a stove in one corner for warmth and
cooking, and a window on each side so the shepherd
could see the flock. A hinged stable door, which was
always positioned away from the prevailing wind,
enabled him to hear the flock, and strong axles with
cast iron wheels were used to withstand the constant
movement from field to field.

The durability of these huts is evident today with many
fine examples still being used by farmers, mainly as
storerooms, and can often be seen parked up
alongside fields. Many more have been consigned to
agricultural museums giving testament to days gone by.

T : (01822) 612 720 David Cherrington
E : info@shepherd-hut.co.uk 
W : www.shepherd-hut.co.uk

The Shepherd's Hut Co
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Our camping pods are finished to the highest
standards and are fitted with double glazed, lockable
windows and doors, 2 internal lights, 1 external light,
smoke alarm and double socket with hook up point to
your supply. The wood to manufacture the pods is
sourced from sustainable woodlands.

Stats show that 49% of camping trips occur outside the
June-August peak period; therefore a camping pod
would be perfect for those considering a camping trip
outside the normal season.

Hikers and cyclist are the typical target group, but now
the trends are changing, anyone who is out to primarily
enjoy the countryside on a smaller budget would be
likely to consider a pod holiday. These people are the
‘new style campers’ who want an eco style holiday
outside the normal season with a touch of glamour.

One third of the total number of campers are aged
between 25 and 44 and are usually a family with
children between 2 and 16. The pods cater perfectly for
this demographic and will allow you to increase your
occupancy rates during the low season.

Our prices start from around £6,000, purchase finance
can be arranged.

T : 01239 652800
E : info@teifivalleycampingpods.co.uk
W : www.teifivalleycampingpods.co.uk

Teifi Valley camping pods

Albion Canvas Co has been at the forefront of the
glamping trend. The company’s unique designs from
traditional safari style tents to ultra-modern geodesic
domes, plus yurts and club houses have been
supplied to leading names in the leisure industry. In
addition to manufacturing the tents at their Somerset
factory, Albion advise on planning and siting as well as
equipping the interiors and offering on-going
maintenance. 

Bourne leisure, operators of Butlins and Haven Leisure
holiday parks, has ordered further safari style tents
from Albion after trialling glamping alongside their
traditional holiday accommodation last year.  In
addition, Yorkshire Wildlife Park has ordered a canvas
Club House and the Oxford Yurt Company has ordered
their first Geodesic Dome and a sky shade.

Managing Director, Steve Hansford, commented
“Landowners were quick to spot the potential for
Glamping. Now holiday parks and tourist attractions
are realising that adding glamorous camping will entice
customers looking for a fun new accommodation
experience.”

The return on investment is certainly attractive.  Set up
costs start at around £9,000 for a fully equipped tent
and rates at some Glampsites are currently over £1,000
per week in high season. 

The Albion Canvas Co stand at the first Farm Business
Innovation Show showed many farmers keen to view
the company’s geodesic dome and ask pertinent
questions.  Whilst Glamping has proved particularly
popular with landowners in the South West, Hansford
feels that there are still many untouched pockets of the
UK, which have great potential for Glamping sites.
T : +44 (0) 1823 665849
E : sales@albioncanvas.co.uk
W : www.albioncanvas.co.uk

Albion Canvas
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With new customers of all types and sizes coming on
board every day, including holiday park industry
leaders such as Haven Holidays, Away Resorts
and John Fowler Holidays, Glamping Sites wishing to
expand, to farmers setting up for the first time such as
Knightstone Farm and Manor Farm,  we are quickly
becoming the 'go to' company for safari tents and bell
tents.  

It is an amazing endorsement that such major names
in the UK holiday industry, having carefully weighed
up all the options, have chosen us! 

But it isn't too hard to see why, our tents are of the
highest quality to comply with British Standards, they
are made for year round usage with a lifespan of
around 10 years. The options, designs and flexibility
our tents offer, mean they can be adapted to suit all
requirements - and really importantly our prices are 30-
40% cheaper than our competitors. With prices from
£2990 (ex VAT) for a safari tent and total set-up costs
from just £6000 including the base and furnishings, the
return on investment opportunity is excellent.

The Clear Sky team can advise you on any aspect of
your Glamping needs, as well as having over 20 years
experience in the UK Holiday industry, we also own and
run our own Glamping Site in Kent. From planning
permission and choosing the right tent to marketing
and building a website,  we have done it all and we're
happy to share our knowledge!  
For friendly advice give us a call on 

T : 0845 299 6484 
E : sales@safaritents.net
W : www.safaritents.net

Clear Sky Safari

Ashwood Shepherd Huts has been manufacturing for
the holiday industry from 2000, specialising in Shepherd
Huts since 2009.

With more and more people looking to go on glamping
holidays, the addition of a fully functional Ashwood Hut
designed to your specification could open up a new
opportunity for your business to grow.

Shepherd Huts add beautiful and rustic accommodation
to holiday parks. They can be used all year round - fully
fitted wood-burning stoves keep huts cosy even
throughout the quiet months of Winter. Ashwood Huts
are also fully mobile, making them easy to move around
a site.

Some manufacturers focus on creating fully authentic
huts. However, they are often expensive and impractical
for customers. Ashwood Shepherd Huts offers more. We
maintain the heritage and superb craftsmanship of our
huts, whilst also providing a service that directly tailors
to the exact requirements of what you, and your
customers, need. This could include toilets, showers,
wood burners and the right number of beds.

We also pride ourselves on being the best value for
money craftsmen in the industry. Our workshop work
hard to produce beautiful timber huts for the best price
possible.

We are located in Taunton, Somerset but can supply
shepherd huts throughout Great Britain. Our family-run
team will guide you through every step of the process.  If
you are interested in finding out more about how an
Ashwood Hut could be perfect for your business, do not
hesitate to get in touch.

T : 01823 461638
E : jamie@ashwoodshepherdhuts.co.uk 
W : www.ashwoodshepherdhuts.co.uk

Ashwood Shepherd Huts 
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A mobile APP lets you
communicate directly with
customers and prospects in a
way that makes them feel
valued, increases your sales and
lowers your costs?

We are talking about a dedicated mobile APP for your
park -customers will demand it.

You already know that mobile devices, smartphones
and tablets, are in use everywhere. Mobiles devices
also have special characteristics in that they are very
personal to their users, never more than a metre away.
So much happens on them be it email, web browsing,
buying things, photograph, updating social media and
even as a phone!

Your customers want information about your business,
such as restaurant times and menu, pool times,
parking, facilities, routes to attractions and the list goes
on. How are you providing this information today?

Well most likely using printed materials in room
compendiums, brochures, public areas, your website,
although that’s often not up to date and hard to read
on a mobile. Does this meet the needs of your
customers these days? Probably not, although it’s the
way it’s always been done?

Consider if all the information your customers need
was in their mobile. Yes that would be brilliant,
customers would love that. What about if the coupons
or tickets they needed for local attractions, the pool or
parking were also on their mobile. You wouldn’t have to
print them, your customers wouldn’t have to collect
them and carry them about either.

Can you imagine customers making a restaurant
reservation, or ordering room service or a drinks order
from the bar direct from their mobile whilst they are
relaxing? What about directions to local restaurants or
commonly asked for attractions, your customers could
use the built in GPS to take them there. It’s going to
happen in 2014 and most successful Parks will be
doing this by 2015

We are talking about a dedicated
mobile APP for your Park.

This is a serious commercial opportunity for park
operators.

Thanks to Almeria and John King for this Article

How Mobile Apps Can Make Your Company Viral
IN 2 YEARS MOST SUCCESSFUL PARKS WILL HAVE ONE

Mobile A s for parks made easy           

www.almeira.co.uk           0800 612 9699             solutions@almeira.co.uk 
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With a dedicated Mobile APP you can put all your
parks’s information on your customers mobile, you can
use an APP’s ability to interact with the hardware to do
things you have never imagined like ticketing or
coupons where redemption, can be as simple as
scanning a QR code.

Money off voucher and, loyalty schemes all now
become possible, with practically no production cost.
This type of application can save thousands of pounds
over a year.

Not to mention the linking opportunity for other local
businesses such as recommended restaurants and
attractions many of which will pay you for links and
referrals.

But above all, is customer service

The customer interaction you
can achieve is deep, and since an
APP can use push
notifications, you can send
messages and get the attention
of your customers in a way
that you simply cannot do with
email or even social
media.
Imagine being able to
communicate directly with
your customers after they
have left to encourage
repeat bookings.
With push
notification you get
high levels of
engagement, which
can be as much as

87% of people
reading these
messages. This means
you have a way to get
your message heard and
get those repeat bookings.

Using Guest Folder lets you build and update your APP
quickly and with minimal initial outlay.

You can simply rent the app on a month
by month basis. Incredible! 

You can contact Almeira 
at solutions@almeira.co.uk or call 0800 612 9699

Thanks to Almeria and John King
for this Article



360 Play Leicester hosts BALPPA 
Meeting for family entertainment centre members.

360 Play’s Leicester children’s entertainment centre
played host to a meeting of fellow play centre
operators from around the UK on February 6 when the
FECA members of the British Association of Leisure
Parks, Piers and Attractions (BALPPA) attended a
meeting at the venue.

The day-long meeting at 360 Play on Meridian Leisure
Park was attended by over 60 members who were
welcomed by 360 Play Managing Director Duncan
Phillips, who provided some background details on the
development of 360 Play and sister company DP
Associates.

Attendees also heard from speakers on a variety of
subjects, among them BALPPA Chief Executive Paul
Kelly who touched on several key issues for members,
including government discussions over changes to
school holiday times and, more recently, a suggestion
for longer school days, both of which would impact
hugely on the play centre and attractions sectors. He
also provided details of various forthcoming BALPPA
events of relevance to the FECA members, such as
seminars and other FECA regional meetings.

A presentation on marketing strategies and PR was
provided by David Leon of Partners Leisure Ltd.,
followed after lunch by an open forum which saw

discussion and debate on a wide range of subjects
and challenges relating to the operation of children’s
and family entertainment centres, including the results
of a benchmarking survey, social media, business
expansion and pricing. Attendees were also given a
tour of the 360 Play site, both indoors and outdoors.

Duncan Phillips commented: “We were delighted with
the attendance on the day and felt it was a very
worthwhile meeting for all concerned. A number of key
topics were discussed and it was a great opportunity
for those in the industry to hear how their peers do
things and how they deal with the many different
challenges that arise from day to day. All in all I felt it
was an extremely successful event.”

Innovative Leisure wins ‘best supplier’ award
at NFAN annual conference

Adventure attractions specialist Innovative Leisure is
pleased to announce it has won the award for 'Best
Trade Supplier' in the annual awards of the National
Farm Attractions Network (NFAN).

The awards, presented during the association's annual
conference in Harrogate, North Yorkshire, recognise the
achievements of the organisation’s park and trade
members. In a fantastic 2013 for Innovative Leisure, the
company installed Sky Trail and Sky Tykes ropes
courses at the UK farm attraction Mead Open Farm in
Bedfordshire, while also introducing its new Inflatable
Water Wars attraction to a number of sites, including
Adventure Valley, Durham, Cantref Adventure Farm in
the Brecon Beacons and Dalscone Farm in Dumfries.

While the company's achievements in introducing new
adventure attractions to the sector will have undoubtedly

contributed to the award, its overall customer service
and after sales support was also a key factor towards
the decision.

On receiving the award, Innovative Leisure MD Phil
Pickersgill said: “We’ve been involved with the NFAN
and its members for a number of years now and have
built up some excellent relationships among the farm
park operators. It’s fair to say we’ve put a lot of time and
effort into the sector and are delighted with the success
we are now seeing. To be independently recognised as
‘Best Trade Supplier’ is very rewarding and I feel reflects
all the work our office team and manufacturers put into
what we do.”

Innovative Leisure aims to continue its work with UK
farm attractions in the future with more great projects,
two of which have already been agreed.

www.holidayparksmanagement.com 15
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If you’re looking to attract more families this summer, a
well-designed outdoor play area is a great solution.

For advice, look no further than professional trade
body the Association of Play Industries (API) which
represents manufacturers, installers, designers and
distributors of outdoor and indoor play equipment and
safety surfacing. Its members operate to the highest
standards, abide by a strict Professional Code of
Conduct and are credit-checked and monitored
regularly for financial stability and security.

They install high-quality play equipment using
certificated products and you can be sure that
wherever you see the API current member badge, you
will get expert advice from a reputable company based
on many years’ experience. Your play company
consultant will work closely with you and provide
recommendations on design, equipment, materials
and safety surfacing that meet your brief and budget
and will explain inspection, maintenance and repair.

When planning a play area, there are some key
considerations to bear in mind: 
• Capacity: the number of children likely to be playing
in a play area at any one time is key. Play equipment
standards are based on minimum user numbers rather
than a large number of children playing at the same
time, so the design of your play area should be based
on peak, high-season numbers. There is no set
formula for this but your play company will factor this
into the design. 

• Surfacing: safety surfacing absorbs impact so
protects children against critical head injury if they fall
while playing. Your play supplier will advise you on the
best surfacing options for your site. 

• Location: consider the safety and accessibility of the
proposed site for your play area. Think about how
children will get to it and consider any traffic hazards,
busy thoroughfares, blind spots, deep or lying water
and overhead cables. Use fencing only if required for
safety reasons, for instance, as additional security for a
toddler play area. 

• Comfort: plan to create a comfortable experience for
children and families. Remember to include seating or
picnic facilities, shade and shelter and litter bins. 

• Age-appropriate: make your play area as appealing
as possible by providing a range of equipment to
attract different age ranges. Separate toddler play
areas from older children’s equipment to minimise the
risk of accidents. 

• Risk: children enjoy a degree of risk when playing
and actively benefit from it so provide some
challenging play equipment for added excitement and
fun. Risk assessments needn’t restrict children’s
enjoyment so consider installing equipment that
provides a real sense of adventure.

Before opening your new play area, a Post-Installation
Inspection should take place. This is undertaken by a
registered and certificated Register of Play Inspectors
International (RPII) annual outdoor inspector and is
commissioned by the play company or park operator.

Once this Inspection is complete and satisfactory,
responsibility for safety passes to the park operator to
put in place a rigorous inspection regime, as set out in
BS EN 1176, the standard for play equipment.

API Advisory On What Steps To Take When
Installing A Play Area

TEMPT FAMILY HOLIDAYMAKERS WITH HIGH-QUALITY PLAY AREAS

16 www.holidayparksmanagement.com
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According to the RPII, best practice is to adopt a three-
tier inspection regime incorporating RPII training for
staff which covers:

1. Routine visual inspection
Observation of the play space by a trained staff
member looking for obvious hazards like missing or
broken parts, broken glass or vandalism. This should
take place weekly in low season and daily in high
season.

2. Operational inspection
A more detailed structural examination of wear, tear
and stability of equipment by a trained staff member.
This should take place every three months in low
season and once a month in high season.

3. Annual main inspection
An annual inspection by a qualified external RPII
annual outdoor inspector to ensure compliance with
standards and overall safety.

Adding a well-designed, well-maintained, fun play area
with top quality equipment will ensure that families
return to your site year after year. By using an API
member, you can rest assured that you are working
with a reputable play company that you can trust.

For further information about the benefits of using an
API member and how the API can help holiday park
and campsite operators, contact:

Deborah Holt
T: 024 7641 4999 ext. 208,
E: api@api-play.org
W: www.api-play.org
@api-play

www.holidayparksmanagement.com
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Camping with quality & style
For one or more - ready for next season
All sizes available - (from 10ft - 33ft diameter)

Contact us at www.yurtsforlife.com 
Or telephone: 01803 762370

Yurts for Life....... 
         Yurts for Living
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New play and activity zones can help holiday parks to
meet increasing demand, as the trend for more
families choosing to ‘staycation’ in the UK continues.

The provision of high quality play facilities is one of the
key 
decision-making factors for parents when they are
researching and booking a family holiday. This is
particularly true for families with children under 12.   

However, studies demonstrate that a well thought out
outdoor playground will not only attract bookings and
improve the customer experience of a park, but will
also drive up revenue around bars, restaurants and
other paid for facilities. Better play facilities encourage
families to spend more time on-site at holiday parks,
and to spend more money while they are there.

A high-impact playground, using signature pieces of
play equipment to stand out and deliver the ‘wow’
factor, can also become significant in encouraging
repeat visits to parks, demonstrating the impact of
‘pester power’ on parents. Having an exciting and

dynamic play area for children can create a
memorable, positive experience for families, making
them more likely to return to holiday sites time-after-
time.  
Michael Hoenigmann, Managing Director of Proludic
and Chair of the Association of Play Industries,
comments: 

“We know that play areas are at the heart of the
holiday experience for families. Play is always a crucial
activity for children, and ‘staycation’ holidays in the UK
offer the perfect opportunity for families to spend time
together and have fun outdoors.

“We have also found that when successful play areas
are located near to cafes and restaurants in holiday
parks, clients can see double-digit revenue growth in
those outlets. This creates real opportunities for
businesses to maximise the return on investment in
their play facilities.”

www.proludic.co.uk

Play equipment helps holiday parks to meet
‘staycation’ demand



East Yorkshire-based Hodgson Sealants, one of the
largest sealant manufacturers in the UK, has launched
a brand new range of adhesive sealants that
encompass the latest in polymer technology. The
range, named Hodgson Hybrid, offers manufacturers
and construction professionals a faster curing, high
quality sealant that also has the high bond strength of
an adhesive, providing two products in one.

There are four products in the Hodgson Hybrid range
including HS20, HS30, HS40 and HS45, all of which
are isocynate and solvent free. All are paintable and
have fast curing times allowing for greater productivity.
The products were developed by the company’s in-
house R&D team
and took 12 months
to refine. The Hybrid
range makes use of
new technology that
allows the products
to retain the positive
aspects of a
sealant, i.e. flexibility
and elasticity,
coupled with the
strength of an
adhesive.

Rachael Best,
Commercial
Manager for
Hodgson Sealants,
comments: “We are
delighted with the
feedback we’ve received from our customers in
response to the Hybrid range. The products took us a
year to perfect, but they were certainly worth the wait.
We developed the hybrid range to offer our customers
an alternative to the traditional sealant products on the
market. Technology is always advancing in this
industry, so we are constantly looking for ways we can
help to improve our customers’ processes and
productivity.”

The launch of the Hybrid range coincides with the
completion of Hodgson Sealants’ new laboratory,
which is used to complete technical audits for clients to
determine which products are right for their
applications.

Rachael concludes: “It’s an exciting time for Hodgson
Sealants, because not only are we unveiling our Hybrid

range, but we are also starting to make use of our
brand new, state-of-the-art laboratory. We feel our
personal service sets us apart from the competition,
which is why we offer our customers the opportunity to
test their substrates in our lab to determine which
products are best for them. We can then create a
made-to-measure product that suits their needs
perfectly, rather than trying to make an off the shelf
product fit their requirements.”

The four products in the Hodgson Hybrid range
perform well across a variety of applications. HS20 is a
cost effective, high modulus, moisture curing adhesive
sealant. It is ideal for sealing and bonding common

building materials
such as glass, timber,
metals, brickwork,
plastics and
concrete. HS30 is a
low modulus, elastic
sealant, suitable for
sealing a wide range
of joints. The product
remains permanently
flexible and creates a
weather and
watertight seal.

HS40 is a high
modulus, high
strength elastic
adhesive and sealant,
which is suitable for
bonding wood,

plasterboard, metals and plastics without the need for
mechanical fixings. HS45 is a high green strength
adhesive with exceptional initial grab which will bond to
virtually anything, including un-primed metals, steel,
wood and plastics.

Hodgson Sealants was established in 1968 and caters
for a wide range of market sectors, including caravan,
leisure and transportation, modular building, general
construction, industrial roofing and cladding, glass,
glazing and joinery. The company prides itself on
consistent product quality and its ability to tailor
solutions to its customers’ needs.

Hodgson Sealants

Hodgson Sealants Launches Hybrid Range and
unveils New Laboratory

21www.holidayparksmanagement.com



For demanding daily use, Kubota offers a 
powerful and versatile choice.

2 YEAR
WARRANTY
AS STANDARD*

*Conditions apply to 2nd year - 
  see dealer for details.

For further information or to find your local dealer:        
www.kubota.co.uk  Tel: 01844 268 000

The Kubota range of groundcare machinery delivers outstanding performance, 
simple operation and legendary reliability.  From powerful and versatile 
tractors to high performance mowers, find out why Kubota is the practical 
choice for professionals.  

Contact your local dealer to book a test drive today.

F80 OUT FRONT MOWER AT WORK

Versatility 
at work
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Storing grit and salt, in readiness for a sudden turn
in the weather, calls for safe and easily accessible
containment. The management of ice and snow
conditions will get a great boost with these Grit Bins
from Wessex. Built in tough and durable
polyethylene they are designed to withstand the
harshest winter conditions and come UV stabilised,
completely waterproof and lightweight. The Wessex
CB-1 Grit Bin is ideal for roadsides, offers 200 litre
capacity and is fitted with a hinged lid. For
containing larger quantities the Wessex CB-2
provides a 450 litre capacity and is built with the
same durable materials. If you want to transport grit
to different locations the WGB-1 is the ideal
container offering a 75 litre capacity and it comes
complete with wheels and a lockable lid. With
increasing Health and Safety legislation making
demands on ice and snow control, the Wessex Grit
Bins are designed to become an integral part of
your winter management system.

Broadwood International Ltd

More True Grit
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Tractor and groundcare machinery specialists Kubota
has re-introduced its spring cashback offer on a
number of its market leading and high performance
ride-on mowers.

Available until June 30th 2014, purchasers of the
Kubota GR2120 or the GR2120s can get £300
cashback, whilst £200 is being offered on the T1880,
GR1600-II and the GR1600-ID ride on mowers.

All of the Kubota machines offer power and precision;
along with exceptional fuel efficiency to ensure you can

work faster and for longer. Thanks to
HST transmissions, which make
them easy to use, and one dial cut-
height adjustment that ensures
optimum precision from your mower,
keeping large lawns in top condition
has never been simpler.

Kubota’s GR2120 and GR2120s
ride-on mowers also boast
performance-enhancing features,
including Kubota’s revolutionary
Glide Steer system enabling greater
maneuverability, whilst the 4WD
drive makes accessing difficult areas
easy.

The GRI600-II and the GRI600-ID
offer the fuel efficiency and tough
durability of Kubota diesel power,
with the GRI600-ID also featuring
Kubota’s 3-in-1-infinity mower deck
that can be easily adapted to mulch,
collect, or simply discharge grass.

The Kubota T1880 petrol ride-on mower offers an OHV
air-cooled petrol engine to deliver class-leading
reliability by combining functionality with comfort.

All models are available nationwide from Kubota
stockists. 

For more information visit www.kubota.co.uk or
call 01844 268000.

Kubota reintroduce its spring cashback offer

Like Us on facebook and Enter the Draw
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Specialist UK transport engineering systems
manufacturer Severn Lamb has introduced two brand
new products to its range of people moving transport
solutions. 

Among the latest additions is an electrically powered,
authentically hand-crafted, double deck trolley. The first
example of this has been delivered to Vialand in
Instanbul, Turkey, a new theme park which opened
during 2013. The trolley operates as a transit system in
an outdoor shopping mall which is part of the new park
and covers an area of 600,000sq.m. It runs, on rails,
around a large, 800m kidney-shaped route through the
shopping mall complex, providing visitors with a unique
experience.The trolley seats up to 50 passengers, 32
on the lower deck and 18 on the outward-facing top
deck. This particular vehicle has been designed and
manufactured on standard gauge track – 4ft.
8.5ins/1,435mm – although Severn Lamb can also
build to 36 and 24 inch gauge track. Custom theming
and styling is available on the trolley while it can also
be adapted to individual operational requirements.

Severn Lamb has also recently introduced the SL Mini
Mover, a modern, ‘green,’ economical and cost
effective people mover. With seating capacities ranging
from 8 to 29 passengers and ranges from 50km to
80km, the Mini Mover is electrically powered and is
available in open or enclosed models with either right
or left hand drive. 

Made of fibreglass, the vehicles are lightweight, have a
range of optional extras that can be added and are
particularly suitable as car park shuttles, tour vehicles,
transit systems, VIP carriers and more. The Mini Mover
provides easy access to its bench style seats for both
passengers and driver, while wheelchair access can
also be built into some models.

“We are very pleased to add the Trolley and Mini Mover
to our ever expanding product range,” said Severn
Lamb Managing Director Patrick Lamb. “We have a
growing client base throughout the world in a variety of
market sectors which necessitates the need for us to
provide a host of different transport solutions. We are
seeing demand for an assortment of vehicles to cater
to all sorts of situations and requirements, so these
latest additions to our portfolio have enabled us to
extend the choice we can offer customers even
further.”

Severn Lamb adds to product range with new tracked
Trolley and electric Mini Mover vehicles 



Park seeds plan to fight "sudden death" oak threat .
Guests of an Ambleside holiday park are being sent
home with acorns as part of plans to counter the threat
from the disease known as "sudden oak death".
Skelwith Fold Caravan Park hopes that the acorns will
be planted by holidaymakers to provide healthy new
saplings if the fungus-like invader hits Cumbria.

The acorns are currently being gathered from some of
the many mature oaks, including scores of ancient
specimens, which populate the 130-acre wooded park.
Last month, business owner Henry Wild called in the
government's Food and Environment Research
Agency, FERA, to look for signs of the disease, known
also as "Ramorum blight". Following analysis of
samples, scientists gave the park the all-clear - even
though the blight has already claimed many thousands
of trees in South Wales, Devon and Cornwall. But
Henry has decided not to take any chances, and
describes the issuing of acorns to guests as "an
insurance policy which we hope we'll never have to
cash in".

Despite its name, "sudden oak death" - which can kill in
a single season - is a lethal scourge on many types of
tree, including larch, sycamore, beech and horse
chestnut.

Henry, whose park this autumn won the David Bellamy
Conservation Award for its initiatives to protect flora
and fauna, said his real fear was the knock-on effect of
the disease. He points out that it would have a
devastating impact on the many types of wildlife,

including birds and red squirrels, to which Skelwith
Fold plays host. If the worst should happen, the park
says it will offer holiday guests who planted the acorns
a free two-night stay if they return with the sapling. But,
says Henry, even if Skelwith Fold does remain a blight-
free zone, the acorns he is sending out will benefit the
environment in other ways: "It's been estimated that
during its lifetime, an oak tree will remove between six
to eight tons of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere,"
he said. "That equals over six thousand miles of carbon
emissions from an average car - so every acorn
planted by guests would effectively make all their visits
here carbon neutral," added Henry. Henry says he is
unconcerned that the project will deplete Skelwith
Fold's acorn stock as each of its trees produces up to
a quarter of a million acorns each year.

Skelwith Fold's acorn stock
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Don’t miss the UK’s leading show for Leisure Lodges &
Residential Park Homes. With around 40 homes on
display from most of the Major Manufactures along
with a wide range of related products and services
from industry suppliers. The show provides visitors with
the opportunity to see the latest models, ideas and
innovations.

Set in the beautiful grounds of Stoneleigh Park, the
show offers a ‘One Stop Shop’ for all those working in
the Leisure Home Industry or those looking to enjoy the
leisure lifestyle. Open from Friday 6th to Sunday 8th
June with a dedicated TRADE DAY on Thursday 5th
June. ENTRY & PARKING are FREE.

Visit www.parkhomeandleisure.co.uk

The World of Park &
Leisure Homes Show



27

Featured Suppliers Directory Link
Our Safari Tents are manufactured to British standards,
designed for year round usage with a...  See More

Take The Hard Work Out Of Maintaining and Managing Your
Holiday Park With Kubota... See More

Our Safari Tents are manufactured to British standards,
designed for year round usage with a...  Read more

Paragon Entertainment is an AIM Listed attractions company
offering a wide range of integrated services...  Read more

BOND Tented Holiday Lodges Safari Tents make it possible for
holiday makers to…. Read more

Since 2007 we have been supplying pods throughout the
British Isles. Our pods are built locally on the shores of
Strangford Lough, County Down by expert craftsmen…Read
more

RMS is an Australian software company producing and
supporting Front Office Systems to the world’s hospitality
industry… Read more

Maxxton is a multinational software company which has been
providing cutting edge IT solutions and services since 1987…
Read more

Outside Structure Solutions specialise in the supply of outdoor
covered areas to a wide range of different sectors… Read
more

As manufacturers of rope and netting for over 40 years our
nets and ropes have long been a popular feature…. Read
more
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